Indicators of social class--relationship between prestige of occupation and suburb of residence.
The difficulty of measuring social class is well known. Two indicators of social class, prestige of occupation and prestige of suburb of residence, are considered here. Australian prestige scales which measure these indicators are discussed. Comparisons between the original scales and the recently updated versions indicate that in the Australian community there is general community agreement on the prestige of occupations and of suburbs which has changed little over two decades. However, there is only a weak association between the prestige of the occupation in which a person is employed and the prestige of the suburb in which that person resides. This raises queries concerning the validity of using prestige of suburb as an indicator of social class, and highlights the fact that when conducting research one indicator of social class cannot simply be substituted for another. The implications for investigation of health-related issues are discussed.